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SOME USEFUL FURNITURE NOVELTIES. 



By Webb Donnell. 



very easy chance to sit at any side. The rounded feet 
should have stout castors let into the bottom, raising 
the table just off the floor, but not high enough to make 



A GUEST-CHAMBER WRITING-TABLE. 

NE of the thoughtful provisions 
for a guest's comfort and con- 
venience is the placing within 
the room he is to occupy of 
writing materials. And if a 
few very readable books are 
also placed therein, a wakeful 
night, or an hour of daylight 
given up to rest, may be made 
to pass more quickly and pleas- 
antly. A design for a little 
table fulfilling these two re- 
quirements of convenience and pleasure is shown here- 
with. The top is not over fourteen inches square and 
is thirty inches above the floor. This top is double, as 
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A Library Table. 




A Guest-Chamber Writing-TXble. 



will be seen, the upper part being hinged to its counter- 
part beneath it in such a way that it may be turned over 
and down into the lap of the writer, where its inclined 
surface is at just the height and angle for easy writing. 
If the top is twelve or fourteen inches square, and the 
table is thirty inches in height, this upper " leaf" will 
come into just the right position when inclined upon 
the knees of a person sitting in a chair of ordinary 
height. The drawers provide room for pens, ink, paper, 
envelopes, etc., while the shelf will hold a half dozen 
or more of entertaining novels. Such a dainty writing- 
table not only greatly helps to furnish a guest-chamber, 
but will prove a positive source of comfort and pleas- 
ure to the friend who occupies the room. 

A LIBRARY TABLE. 

This illustration shows a library table that possesses 
solidity, simplicity and at the same time an artistic 
shape that commend it to the lover of these special qual- 
ities in furniture. Two drawers of large size provide 
accommodation for writing and other material, while 
the arrangement of the lower part of the table gives a 



the castors visible. The wood used in the construction 
of this table should correspond to the other library 
furnishings, but where a beginning is being made in 
the furnishing of this room, the selection of oak for all 
the furniture and book-cases will give the highest satis- 
faction. 

A CHAMBER SEAT WITH DRAWERS. 

It often happens that for lack of room easy-chairs 
and a sofa, or couch, must be banished from a sleeping 
apartment. To meet such a case the article of furni- 
ture shown in the cut was invented. It is a chest of 
drawers, with cushioned seat upon the top, thus com- 
bining two articles in one. The plain top has a loose 
cushion, with plenty of small down cushions above this 
to make a comfortable back or head rest. The body can 
be made six feet in length, if desired, thus securing a 
couch, or in a shorter length to provide simply an easy 
seat, or double seat. 



A WRITING CHAIR AND CABINET. 

The unique article of furniture figured herewith is 
particularly serviceable for a literary person, or for any- 




A Chamber Seat With Drawers. 
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one who has much writing to do. The top at each side 
is just high enough for the arms to rest easily when 
one is ensconced upon the cushion. The work of 
writing will naturally be done upon the right hand side, 
while the other side will hold books of reference, extra 
writing material or other articles. The drawers and 
closet will hold all the material that the writer may 
wish to have about him. Such a piece of furniture is a 
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A Writing Chair and Cabinet. 



A Rustic Veranda Plant Stand. 



stand, though these can be laid directly upon the cross 
pieces if extra strength is needed. 

UTILIZING SPACE UNDER OLD-FASHIONED STAIRWAYS. 

In houses some time built, the stairways usually have 
a straight run from bottom to top, leaving a triangular 
piece of wall space beneath them that is not attractive 
in appearance or convenient in use. The accompany- 
ing illustration shows how an artistic use may be made 
of this space beneath old stairways, in which convenience 
is also a prominent factor. The ceiling is given a 
graceful curve in under the stairway, rounding down 
into the perpendicular. Here a closet is made for the 



very appropriate part of a library's furnishing — hand- 
some in itself and more truly convenient than anyone 
can realize until he has made use of it. 

SOME RUSTIC VERANDA FURNISHINGS. 

Rustic furniture is utterly incongruous inside a house, 
but for a veranda, or lawn, some simple designs are 
attractive and in good taste. The designs given are 
for a veranda lounging chair and a veranda plant stand. 
The method of construction is plainly shown and needs 
no special description. Joints are made doubly secure 
by the use of stout, round-headed screws, while the 
same method is used in securing the boards of the seat 
and back of the chair, and the shelves of the plant 





A Rustic Veranda Chair. 
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Utilizing Space Under Old-Fashioned Stairways. 



hanging of hats and outside wraps, the opening being 
covered with one broad or two narrow curtains, sus- 
pended upon a brass rod. The expense of making such 
a change in a house already built is but trifling, while 
the change itself will add very greatly to the appearance 
of a hall. 



